
 
 

CYP Item 02 
 

DRAFT MINUTE OF MEETING OF COSLA CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE BOARD 
 

Thursday 1 April 2021, 10.30am 
Via Microsoft Teams 

 
Present 
 
COSLA Spokesperson   Councillor Stephen McCabe 
Aberdeen City Council   Councillor John Wheeler 
Aberdeenshire Council   Councillor Jim Gifford (Substitute) 
Angus Council    Councillor Derek Wann 
Argyll & Bute Council   Councillor Kieron Green (Substitute) 
City of Edinburgh Council   Councillor Ian Perry 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar    Councillor Paul F. Steele 
Dumfries & Galloway Council  Councillor Jeff Leaver 
East Dunbartonshire Council  Councillor Jim Goodall 
East Lothian Council    Councillor Fiona Dugdale 
East Renfrewshire Council   Councillor Paul O’Kane 
Falkirk Council    Councillor Adanna McCue 
Fife Council     Councillor Craig Walker 
Highland Council    Councillor John Finlayson 
Inverclyde Council    Councillor Natasha Murphy 
Midlothian Council    Councillor Jim Muirhead 
Moray Council    Councillor Sonya Warren 
North Lanarkshire Council   Councillor Frank McNally 
Orkney Islands Council   Councillor Gwenda Shearer 
Perth and Kinross Council   Councillor John Duff 
Renfrewshire Council   Councillor Jim Paterson 
Scottish Borders Council   Councillor Carol Hamilton 
South Ayrshire Council   Councillor William Grant 
South Lanarkshire Council   Councillor Katy Loudon 
Stirling Council    Councillor Susan McGill 
West Dunbartonshire Council  Councillor Karen Conaghan 
West Lothian Council   Councillor David Dodds 
ADES      Professor Michael Wood 
Public Health Scotland   Kerry McKenzie 
 
Apologies 
 
Aberdeenshire Council   Councillor Gillian Owen* 
Argyll & Bute Council   Councillor Yvonne McNeilly* 
Clackmannanshire Council   Councillor Graham Lindsay 
Dundee City Council    Councillor Roisin Smith 
East Ayrshire Council   Councillor Fiona Campbell 
Glasgow City Council   Councillor Chris Cunningham 
North Ayrshire Council   Councillor John Bell 
Shetland Islands Council   Councillor George Smith 
ADES      Peter McNaughton 
CIPFA – Directors of Finance  Alan Puckrin 



SOLACE     Dr Grace Vickers 
SOLACE     Karen Reid 
SPDS      Kristine Johnson 
Social Work Scotland   Ben Farrugia 
Social Work Scotland   Sharon McAlees 
Argyll & Bute Head of Service  Louise Connor 
Directors of Finance    Hugh Dunn 
 
Public Session 
 

1. Welcome and Apologies 
  
Cllr McCabe welcomed all Members to the meeting and apologies were noted. 
 

2. Minute of Previous Meeting of 19 February 2021 
 
It was noted that Cllr McGill previously raised the matter of endorsement of the Children’s 
Hearing’s Recovery Plan under both the minute of the previous meeting, and the item relating 
to the Board Plan. 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were otherwise agreed as an accurate record. 
 

3. Carers Trust Scotland - Young Carers Toolkit: Kelly Munro, Education Officer 
 
Kelly Munro from Carers Trust Scotland joined the meeting to provide a presentation on the 
Young Carers Toolkit which is being offered to colleagues in education.  The Trust has been 
delivering teacher training and developing this online toolkit.  A background to the Carers Act 
was provided, and the impact of Covid-19 and home-schooling on young carers was also 
discussed. 
 
It was noted that the number of young carers in Scotland is currently recorded through 
SEEMIS; however, there are more people with caring responsibilities who may not be properly 
recorded. 
 
Members thanked Kelly for the presentation. 
 

4. Public Health Scotland Strategic Area of Focus: Children and Young People: 
Kerry McKenzie, Organisational Lead – Child Poverty 

 
This paper provided an update on the strategic focus of Public Health Scotland on children 
and young people, and on the partnership working that has taken place between PHS and 
COSLA since the launch of PHS in April 2020.  It was noted that COSLA have an individual on 
secondment from PHS, due to start next week, specifically considering health inequalities and 
child poverty. 
 
Members noted the establishment of joint meetings between the COSLA CYP Team and 
Public Health Scotland; and noted the update contained in the report. 
 

5. National Suicide Prevention Leadership Group – Action 8 
 
This paper brought Board Members’ attention to the NSPLG’s Action Plan, which hosts ten set 
actions which seek to lower the rate of suicide.  Group Members are currently looking at action 
8, which looks at children and young people and seeks to ensure that their needs are 
considered.  Members were asked to note the contents of the report, and provide comment on 
the ongoing work. 
 



Noted that the NSPLG has an academic group which can provide advice on various matters.  
The need to include the voices of children and young people in this work was also highlighted. 
 
Members agreed the recommendations in the report and noted the work of the NSPLG and 
Action 8. 
 
Private Session 
 

6. Children and Young People Board Plan  
 
Members were presented with an updated copy of the Children and Young People Board 
Plan, which is currently being reviewed by the team.  Some issues noted on the plan, such as 
the incorporation of the UNCRC, will likely be substantial issues which require further 
consideration and discussion at a later date. 
 
Members noted the contents of the workplan, and noted that a fully drafted plan will be 
presented to the Board in May. 
 

7. Children’s Hearings - Recovery 
 
This paper provided an update on the National Recovery Plan to address the backlog of 
Hearings in the Children’s Hearing system, which has been shared with the Children’s 
Hearings Improvement Partnership.  An update was provided on the number of hearings 
taking place, the split between virtual, hybrid and face-to-face Hearings, and the actions being 
taken to maximise the number of Hearings and projections of a return to normal business. 
 
It was noted that COSLA officers can mention at the weekly Children’s Hearings Covid 
Recovery Group the possibility of holding Hearings outwith school hours. 
 
Members noted the update contained in the report.  
 

8. Instrumental Music Tuition 
 
This paper introduced the Music for Scotland Plan, and advises that COSLA officers have 
been invited onto a proposed Steering Group to consider this plan further.  Officers have seen 
the draft terms of reference and the proposed membership of the group and have advised the 
Music Education Partnership Group that ADES should be included in any further discussions.  
Members were asked to consider and discuss the plan and agree to COSLA’s continued 
engagement. 
 
The potential implications of cancelling charging structure for instrumental music tuition was 
discussed, as well as the need for support to accompany tuition.  Members discussed the 
provision of IMT in their own local authorities and noted that parental support to complement 
learning in schools is important. 
 
Members considered the Music for Scotland Plan, and agreed that COSLA Officers should 
continue to engage with Scottish Government and MEPG in a proposed Steering Group. 
 

9. Scottish Attainment Challenge and Audit Scotland Report 
 
This paper provided Members with an update on recent discussions on the poverty-related 
attainment gap and the publication of two reports from Audit Scotland and Scottish 
Government relating to the Scottish Attainment Challenge.  Members were asked for their 
views on priorities for the SAC Advisory Board, which COSLA has been invited to take part in. 
 



Members from councils receiving funding provided feedback on work in their areas and the 
potential implications of restructured funding distribution.  Planning for growing authorities was 
also discussed and the positive impact of the funding. 
 
Members noted the reports from Audit Scotland and Scottish Government, and noted the 
update. 
 

10. Expansion of Universal Free School Meals 
 
This paper provided a summary of the proposed phasing, funding and governance of the Free 
School Meals expansion programme.  Members were asked to agree that proposed 
programme and agree to officers’ continued engagement, with further updates to be brought 
back to this Board. 
 
Members discussed the phased approach to expansion and the predicted uptake of free 
school meals. 
 
Members agreed the proposed phased programme of expansion for universal free school 
meals; and agreed that officers should continue to engage with Scottish Government officials 
regarding funding and governance. 
 

11. SQA Fees 
 
This report sought Members’ agreement on continued engagement with the SQA in relation to 
a potential reduction in the Levy paid by local authorities.  Members were asked for comment 
on both the circular flow of funding, so that any reduction in the levy could result in that 
reduction being passed on; and a review of the levy itself. 
 
Members expressed general support for a potential reduction in the levy for 2021, given the 
shift in responsibilities between the SQA and local authorities during the pandemic; and 
agreed that officers should engage with the SQA about the same, reflecting the reduced costs 
in delivering the Alternate Certification Model and the increased responsibilities placed on 
local authorities. 
 

12. MCR Pathways 
 
This paper discussed the funding announced by Scottish Government to expand the MCR 
Pathways programme to 15,000 pupils across 300 schools over the next 6 years.  This is an 
opt-in programme and depends on the provision available in schools already. 
 
Members provided their views on the programme and noted that a report will come to the next 
meeting and later to Leaders. 
 

13. CYP Update 
 
This paper provided an update on further areas of work undertaken by the Children and 
Young People Team, which Members were content to note. 
 

14. Any Other Competent Business 
 
No additional competent points of business were raised. 
 
In closing the meeting, Cllr McCabe thanked Members for their attendance and their 
contributions. 
 
Date of Next Meeting: Friday 21 May 2021 



 


